By FELIX CHAUDHARY

CONCERNS ahoul the imple-
mentation of the VAT moniter-
Ing system (VME) and the cost
of the assoclated equipment. to
small operators was discussed at
the Tji Hotel and Tourigm As-
sociation's f4th annual general
weeting in Nadi on Friday.

Barvice op bhiy mutter and wo
have Deen engaged in det
diseussions  with  them,
Hotel and Tourism Assoeiation
prastdent Dixon Saeto said.

“Thed have committed Lo
W(nidnrr with us to wesolve this
issne.”

Mr Seeto added that while big-
enr oparasors would he better

wonld face numerons challenges,

“With the infroduction of this
s¢heme, we have to be sure the
VMS system works for all of
aur members — hoth large and
gmall”

Mr Beeto acknowledged PROS
for the assistance it waz provid-
ing in ensuritg FHTA membears
were goided through the imple-

FRCS and thesy lave cammitied
to help ug have a seamless inkro-

duction of the VS,

“Ihey understend that the dif-
t rpes of resort dml hotel
os have differsnt

tarns,

“Unlike a supermavket,
tnmi:m sechor is quite complex.
he

“The July #1 derdline for

s

“We ar

Seeto:
We need

greater -

discipline

THE Fili Hoter and
Trurism  Association I3
ooking to the 20152020
Wational Budeot period to
continue to promdte the
interasta of its memiera,
“We recognise thab in o
time of glabal wncertaingy
and global dewntorn, the
Govermment has had a
pragmasic view of how
they are going to strneture
the tudget and you can
ser thabt the budgetv has
besen reduced by almost
300 milllon.™ -gle

el
president Dixon Sseto said.

“T think that we peed
greater discipline and the
Hinister for Bconomy has

id that,
“Ihiswillhopefully tring

put nmiore productivity, a
Iot more compliance and
muking suve thalt thers 13
= buffer i our seonoiny to
withstand external shocks

“ag we all know ©hat
Fiji reiles on the conrism
indugtry a8 our  main
seonomic driver and we
Inow that 1t 184 very fckle
indusery.

“1t s very muoch affected
by external {actors,

“We are mindfal to work
olosely with Tourism Fiii,
our natlonal earrier and
Soverimemt to make sure
that ogr indusiry sbeys
wigbie and sustainable
hut at ths same time it
devaiops.”

He said in the ahsence
of  majolr developoent
i gther industries, the
tourizm indusiey remalins n
congtant aconomic karnar
n we were hoping bhat
Govey nment gave us & 11ttle
mpre considerabion.

“They have b certain
agpectds where they had
piven us some relief but
we were hoplng for moye to
make e Ghat we grow the
industry faster

“We were also looking
o Government to raduce
some of our taxes Hut

Wi understand, that
Gov needs 0
mab expenditurs

with its revenue and that
ts sométhing that we wiil

work  with Government
on.”

The new budget was
dlscnzaed during the
asscciation's Fbh annual

general meeting in Nadi on
Fridaw
Other isgncs discussed
included  issues  of  tax,
new leave  allocations,
training levies aml the
investment olimiate,
signing o  memoerandim
of  aoderstanding  with
the Ministry of Fisheries,
awarenass  for
oIl changes
and  best

g
practi ¢
ihe environmental
damare ol  uovesbrained
devwlopent. end the naed

in tiose contact with
the Fiji Rewvemne and Customs

nlaced to handtbh the installa-
tion of VIS, smaller basinesses

mentation prooess.
We had a discussion

with

installabion and implementation

of VMS 1s very tight.

“Given the diffienities an
complexitles - 1% wasz agree
that FHTA and FROS woild wol
slogely to engure that the trausi
tion to ¥MS is semnless and als
as pdonomicdl as possible”

Mr Seeto added that

lmple

the mentation of the system wa

quited expensive and FHTA wa
looking ab some economy o
guile by tackling 16 on a grow
boels in & bid to reduse cosh.

Peter Gee from GPH (left) with Nick Darling from Velivoli Beach Resort and Anthony Acland from Captain Caok Cruises after the Fiji Hotel and

Tourism Associakion AGM in Nadk,
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Re-elected FHTA president shares sentiments

By FELiX CHAUDHARY

118 nol about fne mt the thou-
aande of Fijflans who go %o work
every day and glve visitoes to this
country bHe best possibie holiday
X PETioIce.

Thig was Lhe sentiment shared
Ly re-elgetad Fii Hotel and Toar-
ism Association (FHTAL preasident
Dizon Sesto aller its members
placed tim hack in the driver's seat
during the organisation's 54th an-
pual general maebing on Friday.

“Tt's also the boavd and mem-
bership that makes FHTA a very

By FELIX CHAUDHARY
POLICE have taken in three

peopie in the Western Divisidn in

relation to alleged drug-ralated
oifences.
Poli

PRI BV g

spokeswoman Ana Nai-

R

sirong association,” he said.

“Everyone here {s an owher-gpéar-
abor we're in thie private sector and
paszionats about what weé do.

“Wa need to he profltable, wa
need to grow the business and this
is what we are ahout becanse with
one-in-three persons emploved in
tourism, we have a huage responsi-
Lillty to our businesses, our em-
ployess and phalr famnlbes.

“There aje o lob of peopls raly-
ing onus and we are focused on the
long-term sustalnabillty of our
husluesses and the tourism sector
asa whole”

week,

Wadi, resulted in the discovery
of dried leaves and cash in a
white saclk,

Bhe 3apid a gearch of the sus-
peet's farm also resulted in the
discovery of plants belisved to
e marii

iia

Left: Robert Wade, (laft)
Hafiz Khan and Patyick
Wang after the Fiji Hotel
and Tourism Association
AGM in Nadi.

Picture: BALIEET SINGH

Right: Fiji Hotel and
Tauzisrn Association
president Dixon Seeto
(left) with ¥ P Reddy after
the FHTA meeting last

Picture; BALIEET SINGH

Mr Seeto added that having an
experienced and vibrant bowrd also
miadde his job easier

“We have four life memhers ---
Patrick Wong, Robert Wede, YP
Reddy and Hafiz Khan,

“We have a very astive board
made up of very clever pecple and
T am very privileged and honouared
tg have a great eam working with
me as the president to achleve what
we néed Lo do for pur members. lo-
tel industey Lourigm indostry and
donnomy of

“We have a f-l'eat rols to playw
tourian is a great platform fox de-

wolppment because 1% 18 an indus
try that threives when the develor
mernt is off the bedten track places
somstimes the mere remote, th
Deht:

“It's the grestest employar. thor
arg a lot of people coming out ©
schools and universities new tha
need jobs,

“And it is also @ sreat plablorr
For investinent and bhat is als
spmnething we also want to encon:
age Government to put Tn policle
that will sotnally get more privad
sector investment and foreign ir
vestnient into Fijl”

ing front 10cm Lo $0cn which
were uprooted from his vegelahle
farm and sugarcane feld,” 8

s

‘ihe- sald the SUEped teomained
i ousbody as investigations
continued

Nt

custody

and 30 years were arrested in
Tavua Town after being lound
in pussession of dried leaves
wrapped in newspaper and
aluminium foil believed to be
marijuang.

She said hoth men were in
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