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K
acific Broadband Satellites 
Group (Kacific) has signed 
a 15-year agreement with 

Tonga Satellite Limited.
Tonga Satellite, a Tongan gov-

ernment company, to provide 
high speed broadband via satel-
lite to the Pacific Island nation.

The bandwidth supplied by Ka-
cific’s high throughput satellite, 
Kacific1, will be used to connect 
communities in 89 remote outer 
islands with high-quality inter-
net – equivalent to that available 
in the main cities of  Tonga. 

In the case of  a fibre cable out-
age, similar to the one experi-
enced over 12 days in January 
2019, the satellite bandwidth can 
be redistributed and shared with 
Tonga’s main centres.

“Kacific will provide a formida-
ble platform to develop powerful 
e-government applications and 
ensure continuous improvement 
of  these applications,” said  Dr 
Tevita Tui’Uata, Minister for 
Commerce, Consumer, Trade, In-
novation and Labour. 

“The Kacific system is uniquely 
designed for the rural and remote 
areas of  our Pacific nations and 
beyond. 

“It precisely meets the needs 
ofTonga to provide real univer-
sal access, finally completing full 
broadband access to all residents 
of  Tonga, wherever they are.

“This system also uniquely pro-
vides backup to avoid deep digital 
disruption as we have observed in 
our recent fibre cut. 

“We have seen first-hand the re-
sponsiveness and efficiency of  
the Kacific operations in such an 
event. With this agreement we 
look forward to moving these op-
erations to the new powerful and 
Pacific-focused Kacific1 satellite”

Area of focus
The bandwidth supplied by 

Kacific will be focused on gov-
ernment infrastructure such as 
hospitals, health clinics and dis-
pensaries, primary and second-
ary schools, police stations and 
post offices. 

The bandwidth will also be used 
to support local businesses and 
foster the creation of  new plat-
forms for economic development, 
such as cooperative marketplaces 
promoted by Tongan government.

Christian Patouraux, chief  exec-
utive officer and founder of  Kacif-

ic said: “Our satellite technology 
is remarkably effective in pro-
viding both low cost, accessible 
broadband to remote areas and 
fibre back-up for regional towns 
and cities. 

“We are very pleased with this 
partnership with the Tongan Gov-
ernment which showcases how 
building infrastructure in rural 
areas can help provide urban ar-
eas with back-up connectivity op-
tions in case of  fibre malfunction 
or natural disaster. 

“Until now, rural areas were de-
pending on urban centres to dis-
tribute their bandwidth to them. 

“With Kacific’s solution for Ton-
ga, urban centres need rural and 
remote areas in reciprocal coop-
eration to complete the urban in-
frastructure build up.”

International fibre cable
In January 2019, the interna-

tional fibre cable that connects 

Tonga’s capital Nukuʻalofa to 
high speed internet was severed, 
leaving most of  Tonga’s people 
and organisations without access 
to the internet or international 
phone calls. 

During the 12 days in which the 
cable was repaired, satellite tech-
nology was used to provide band-
width to the nation.

About the Kingdom of Tonga
The Kingdom of  Tonga is a Pacif-

ic Island nation with 36 inhabited 
islands of  its 169 total islands. 

These stretch across approxi-
mately 800 kilometres of  water. 

The population of  just over 
108,000 people, of  which 82,000 are 
classified as living in rural areas, 
usually consume around 2.4 Gbps 
of  broadband bandwidth.
Source: Kacific Broadband 
Satellites Group
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Tongan Govt signs deal 
with Kacific for remote 
island connectivity and 
fibre back-up

From left: Kacific Broadband Satellites Group chief executive officer Christian 
Patouraux with Tongan Minister for Commerce, Consumer, Trade, Innovation and 

Labour Tevita Tui’Uata.

MARAIA VULA
SUVA

I
t’s a new week and the South Pa-
cific Stock Exchange (SPSE)have 
kicked it off with the implemen-

tation of its amended SPSE Listing 
Rules approved by the Reserve Bank 
of Fiji yesterday.

SPSE chief  executive officer, Krishika 
Narayan said in line with SPSE’s stra-
tegic goal of  increasing company and 
investor confidence, the Exchange reg-
ularly reviews laws, rules, regulations, 
guidelines and policies for necessary 
and appropriate updates and amend-
ments. 

SPSE also regularly benchmarks its 
laws, rules and regulations against 
internationally acceptable standards 
while also customising them to suit 
the distinct characteristics of  the Fiji 
market and as such continuously up-
grades its regulatory manuscripts to 
address unprecedented issues and new 
products. 

Ms Narayan’s key points:
n“in light of  the introduction of  Com-

panies Act 2015, the SPSE has reviewed 
its Listing Rules to achieve the various 
objectives, 
nincluding; the simplification of  

the existing rules for listed entities 
to make compliance effective yet ef-
ficient;  
nto incentivise unlisted companies 

to consider listing their securities on 
SPSE through enhanced compliance 
with Companies Act 2015; 
nto modernise the existing Listing 

Rules in order to align to international 
best practices; to incorporate certain 
‘must have’ provisions in the Listing 
Rules to protect stakeholder interests; 
nand to redefine rights, powers and 

duties of  SPSE as the frontline regula-
tor of  the stock market.” 

Amended Listing Rules repeal
The amended Listing Rules repeal the 

existing Listing Rules which have been 
in effect since 1st September 2010. 

The new Listing Rules are now avail-
able online and can be accessed by 
clicking here. 

The Exchange would like to thank 
listed company representatives, other 
market participants and the Reserve 
Bank of  Fiji for their valuable com-
ments and input on the amendments 
proposed by SPSE to its Listing Rules. 
“We look forward to your continued 
support in developing the regulatory 
framework of  the stock market in a bid 
to provide a fair, orderly and efficient 
market for trading in securities listed 
on SPSE. 

Should you require any further in-
formation on the above subject, do not 
hesitate to contact the SPSE. 

Feedback:  maraia.vula@fijisun.com.fj
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F
iji’s newest airport hangar, 
belonging to Kokomo Pri-
vate Island Fiji will be one 

of only three of a kind currently 
under construction around the 
world.

The hangar, situated on London 
Road near the Fiji Airports Limit-
ed Compound in Nadi, will be com-
pleted and ready for opening at the 
end of  this month.  

Kokomo Private Island is owned 
by Sydney-based real estate de-
veloper Lang Walker, Executive 
Chairman of  Walker Corpora-
tion and chief  executive officer of  
Kokomo. The company’s Director 
of  Aviation, Brett Holden said the 
hangar would bring a different 
level of  expertise to the aviation 
industry in Fiji.

Total Investment
By the time the hangar is com-

pleted, Kokomo will have invested 
$45 million in assets, staff  and the 
facilities to run the operation pro-
fessionally and safely. 

“Lang Walker’s vision is for excel-
lence and leadership in this indus-
try. 

“This is shown through the sig-
nificant capital investment that 
has already been made in our oper-
ations and staff  and demonstrates 
the determination and the will to 
promote tourism and aviation in 
Fiji.  Our hangar is not just a space 
to store our aircraft; it is a place for 
us to gather as one team under one 
roof, one banner. 

Also to provide the best mainte-
nance and support for our staff  
and assets.

“This stems directly from Lang 
Walker’s vision of  what he wants 
to achieve here”.

“Lang came across Yakuve Island 
many years ago and saw a vision 
which has been realised today. 

“His businesses have always been 
first and foremost, about bringing 
excellence and by being the best in 
any of  the fields we work in. This 
project is no different.

“We don’t view our staff  just as 
employees. They are an intricate 
part of  our success story. They are 

Kokomo. This hangar will allow us 
to operate as one entity, with one 
vision, as space here on the airport 
is very limited. This is an incredi-
bly important moment for Kokomo 
Aviation going forward.

“Our philosophy is to be inclu-
sive. 

“To work in partnership with oth-
er Fiji aviation stakeholders, such 
as Fiji Airways, Fiji Airports and 
the Civil Aviation Authority Fiji 
(CAAF) and all other operators at 
the airport to be successful in pro-
moting safe, efficient and progres-
sive air services.

“As an example of  this, Kokomo 
has the privilege of  being the first 
operator in Fijian aviation history 
to be approved to allow domestic 
airside departures and arrivals 
from its own hangar facility. 

“The process was conducted by 
working in close association with 
Airports Fiji Limited, CAAF and 
through the dedication and skills 
our staff, especially Sabin Singh, 
our Operations Manager.

“We have resourced to a point 
where we are comfortable with 
providing the quality of  service 
that not only Lang Walker but the 
guests of  Kokomo Private Island 
demand. 

“We have and are investing heav-
ily in training for our staff  mem-
bers and in new assets for the fu-
ture. We aim to be the best not only 
in Fiji but throughout the entire 
region.”

Kamal Chand, Kokomo’s Engi-
neering manager said the com-
pany was in the process of  getting 
proper approvals from CAAF to 
carry out its own aircraft main-
tenance in the new purpose built 
hangar.

“We hope to get everything in 
place by next week so that we can 
carry out maintenance services to 
the highest standard to ensure the 
proper and safe operation of  our 
aircraft.”

Comments from Philip Cook
Phillip Cook, the company’s 

Chief  Pilot and Training Manager 
said they were operating Twin Ot-
ters on amphibious floats.   

Kokomo Private Island also has 
two helicopters (a Bell 407 and Eu-
rocopter AS350 Squirrel). 

“We are actively sourcing twin-
engine helicopters to add to our 
fleet to enhance our VIP guest ex-
perience.”
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An artist’s impression of the Kokomo Private Island Fiji new hangar at the Nadi International Airport. 

Kokomo 
Hangar to 
Open Soon


