Fiji Bureau of

Statistics

FBoS Release No: 28, 2017 16t June, 2017

PROVISIONAL VIS-ITOR ARRIVALS - MAY 2017

Provisional numbers show that 64,367 visitors arrived into the country in May 2017. The number was a record
for the month of May and represents an increase of 6.6% compared to a year earlier.

There were increases in the number of visitors from the following countries; New Zealand [2,879 or 24.8%
14,465]; Rest of Asia [592 or 38.6% to 2,127]; the United States of America [302 or 5.3% to 6,002]; Canada
[244 or 30.1% to 1,054]; Continental Europe [188 or 7.7% to 2,622]; China [121 or 3.6% to 3,499] and
Australia [48 or 0.2% to 28,039].

However, decreases were recorded in the number of visitors from Pacific Islands [down 129 or 3.1% to 3,979];
the United Kingdom [down 102 or 7.9% to 1,189]; South Korea [down 80 or 11.1% to 640]; Other Countries
[down 38 or 10.9% to 310] and Japan [down 27 or 5.8 to 441].

Visitors arriving for holiday purposes accounted for 74.7% of total arrivals, 8.2% came to visit their friends
or relatives, 5.0% came for business purposes, while 12.1% visited Fiji for other reasons.

Table 1 below presents actual numbers and the 2017 and 2016 comparisons of visitor arrivals for the month
of May, January to May and 12 months to May 2017.

Table 1
MAY JANUARY TO MAY 12 MONTHS TO MAY
% % TO % TO % %
2017 2016 CHANGE 2017 TOTAL 2016 TOTAL CHANGE 2017 2016 CHANGE
ARRIVALS
Australia 28,039 27,991 02| 128210 433 126,817 458 1.1 361,763 366,158 12
New Zealand 14,465 11,586 248| 52,001 17.6| 44,742 16.2 162 171,095 146233 17.0
USA 6,002 5,700 53 29,063 9.8 24,269 8.8 19.8| 74,422 67,457 10.3
Canada 1,054 810 30.1 5,121 1:7 4,495 1.6 13.9 12,406 11,328 95
United Kingdom 1,189 1,291 7.9 6,865 23 7,029 2.5 23| 16548 16482 0.4
Cont. Europe 2,622 2434 77| 13,970 47| 12,739 46 97| 33,147 30,990 7.0
Japan 441 468 5.8 2,675 0.9 2,477 0.9 8.0 6472 6,216 41
China 3,499 3,378 36| 20,834 7.0 20203 73 31| 49714 44882 10.8
South Korea 640 720 -11.1 3,388 1.1 3,149 1.1 7.6 8,310 7,091 17.2
Rest of Asia 2,127 1,535 38.6 10,106 3.4 8,173 3.0 2371 22491 16,553 359
Pacific Islands 3,979 4,108 30| 21,935 74| 20,600 74 6.5 51,076 49980 22
Others 310 348 -10.9 1,920 0.6 1,904 0.7 08| 4367 5,070 -13.9
TOTAL VISITORS 64,367 60,369 6.6] 296,088 100.0 276,597 100.0 7.0] 811,811 768,440 5.6

Note: Visitor statistics are released monthly using data sourced from the Immigration System. The number of tables
released is currently due to limitations in the new system which came on line in May 2013.




Figure 1 below is a graphical comparison of Visitor Arrivals by Country for May 2017 and 2016.
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In the moving twelve monthly numbers ending May 2017, the total number of visitors to Fiji increased by
5.6% compared with the same period in 2016. Visitors from Rest of Asia increased by [35.9%]; South Korea
[17.2%]; New Zealand [17.0%]; China [10.8%]; the United States of America [10.3%]; Canada [9.5%];
Continental Europe [7.0%]; Japan [4.1%]; Pacific Islands [2.2%)] and the United Kingdom [0.4%)].

Decreases were recorded for visitors from Other Countries [13.9%] and Australia [1.2%].

January to May visitor arrivals 2017, showed a 7.0% increase over the corresponding period in 2016, up from
276,597 to 296,088.

A graphical comparison of visitor arrivals by country during the period January to May 2017 and 2016 is
provided in Figure 2 below. The twelve monthly comparisons are provided in Figure 3.

Figure 2
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Figure 3
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The majority of visitors to Fiji in May 2017 were in the age range 25-64 (68.5%), which accounts for the vast
majority of the working age population. Children aged 14 and below accounted for 13.1% of the May visitor
arrivals; 9.6% were those in the predominantly retirement age group of 65 and over with the remaining 8.8%

comprising yvouths aged 15-24.

Figure 4 below shows a significant gender differential in the age groups 20-24, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 45-49

and 65+;

Figure 4

VISITOR ARRIVAL BY GENDER AND AGE - MAY 2017

e e

<1 [01-02 | 03-04 | 05-09 | 10-14 | 15-19 | 20-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35-39 | 40-44 | 45-49 | 50-54 | 55-59 | 60-64 ()G\SJSLR

BM| 99 | 963 | 843 | 1,526| 845 | 718 | 1,720 | 3,082 | 3,768 | 3,479 | 3,030 | 2,753 | 2,559 | 2,364 | 2,049 | 3,342

EF | 89 806 | 791 | 1,617 | 861 | 923 |2,322 (3,377 |3,432 | 3,024 | 2,467 | 2,192 | 2,328 | 2,256 | 1,908 | 2,834
Age Group by Gender

FBoS Release No.28/2017, Provisional 2017 May Visitor Arrivals, Page 3




Visitors by Occupation

The top 5 Occupational Groups for visitors engaged in gainful employment in their home countries are as

follows;

1) Professional Workers — 12,415

2) Legislators — 9,463

3) Technician and Related Workers — 6,816
4) Service Workers — 6,304
5) Craft Workers — 3,325

Visitors who are not in the labour force were categorised into two major groups. The categories and numbers

are as follows;

1) Retirees, Housewives, Children & Others — 13,591

2) Students — 8,021

Additional details are provided in Figurc 5 below;

Figure 5
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More detailed information is provided in the accompanying tables.

For further enquiries please contact Ms. Kiran Naidu on 3315822 ext. 386223.

@ Nl/[}t-\j ONONSONG -

Epeli Wagavonovono
Government Statistician

Reproduction of Material

Any table or material published in this report may be reproduced and published without the Fiji Bureau
of Statistics prior approval. However, the source of information should always be identified and
acknowledged in all modes of presentation.
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